
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS & THE FUTURE 
 

GRADUATION 2008 
 

(Calgary, Alberta, July 7, 2008) 
 
The 2007-08 Edge school year has officially wrapped up with Maroon and Gold 
ribbons and put on the moving van.  And what a glorious year it was in all respects.  
Passion.  Purpose.  Pride.  
 
More than 280 student-athletes helped make the year most enjoyable.  This student 
body represented sports as diverse as Hockey, Luge, Tennis and Dance and 
athletes are varied as the 60-pound dynamo on the balance beam and the rugby star 
tipping the ole Toledo at 1/8 of a ton (sounds impressive doesn’t it!).Edge was and 
remains home to them all. 
 
Writers, movie makers and commercial ad copy types have spilled more ink in 
homage to Grade 12 graduation than just about any other single teen-age event.  
And for good reason as Grad walks gingerly amongst: Finally Being Over; The 
Satisfaction of a Job Well Done; An Eye on What Tomorrow Might Bring; and 
Taking That Next Step. 
 
Grad at Edge is no different – a chance to thank teachers, coaches and 
administrative staff members; share a goodbye with old classmates; and exaggerate 
about that time when…. 
 
This 2008 Edge Grad was an opportunity to honour all of the grads whose names 
appear at the end of this story.  They are all winners – forging onward with the 
next phase of their lives, finding new challenges and new ways to succeed. It was 
also the perfect occasion to publicly celebrate certain graduating students as we 
recognize their Passion, Purpose and Pride. 



 
There is always a certain risk in singling out specific individuals at any ceremony 
such as graduation.  The effort, dedication and commitment of each and every 
graduate in the Edge 2008 Graduation are very much evident and very much 
celebrated by all of us.  Those who have managed to successfully find their way 
through the many hurdles presented by ambitious academic, athletic and leadership 
schedules have indeed done a great job.  
 
The following individual awards were presented at Edge 2008 Graduation for all of 
us to share in celebration and recognition. 
 
 
 
The Mountaineer Award  
 
The Mountaineer Award is awarded to the graduating student who has 
demonstrated exceptional work ethic throughout his or her time at the school.  This 
award acknowledges the continuing pursuit of building character through hard 
work, diligence and extraordinary effort in all endeavours. We are pleased to 
announce this year’s winner: 
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Veronika is a 3-year Edge veteran, combining soccer, training and school 
admirably.  In fact, the former U-18 Foothills United, Chinook United and SWU 
Storm star will soon be attending the University of North Dakota on a full tuition 
scholarship and playing on the Fighting Sioux Varsity Women’s Soccer team! 
 
 
 
 



 
Kyle Stuart Memorial Award 
 
The hockey equivalent of the Mountaineer Award was re-named the Kyle Stuart 
Award in honour of Kyle’s commitment, dedication and relentless work ethic. This 
prestigious award provides $1,000 towards the recipient’s post-secondary studies. 
This year’s co- recipients are: 
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Riley is a 6-year Edge vet, bringing heart and soul to the dressing room, the 
classroom and to the Edge community.  This former Edge Bantam AAA, U-16 and 
Varsity star player and assistant captain has two paths ahead of him – Junior A 
hockey or studying Business at St Francis Xavier University in Nova Scotia, or 
maybe even both! 
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Brandon earned his stripes over 6 wonderful years at Edge as well.  The former 
Edge Bantam AAA, U-16 and Varsity star player and assistant captain will be  
 
 



 
lighting it up in British Columbia this season with the Nanaimo Clippers and 
attending Vancouver Island University.  With speed and skill, the sky’s Brandon’s 
destination! 
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Sam the Hammer is a 5-year Edge vet and last season’s Varsity captain and 
stalwart blueline leader.  Sam will be matching wits with Brandon in the BCHL as 
he takes up a position with the Victoria Grizzlies this season (home also to Shawn 
Stuart, Kyle’s brother). 
 
Each of Riley, Brandon and Sam earned the Kyle Stuart Award for his outstanding 
and long-time leadership at Edge above and beyond his efforts on the ice, in the 
dressing room and around  school. 
 
 
 
The Athletic Achievement Award 
 
The Athletic Achievement Award is awarded to the graduating student who has 
earned extraordinary athletic accomplishments during his or her time at the school.  
This award acknowledges the continuing pursuit of personal excellence in 
Athletics.  This year’s co-winners are: 
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Arianne, a 3-year Edge vet, is a tremendous study in contrast.  This quiet and 
somewhat reserved flex student explodes off the starting line as one of the world’s 
premiere junior lugers!  A dedicated student-athlete in all senses of that word, 
Arianne’s immediate future plans include sliding for the Canadian National Luge 
Team after 2 great seasons on the Canadian National Junior Luge team. Slide on! 
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Dan certainly is the “man” – a 4-year vet, this flex student and world-class 
swimming star is poised to reach for another step up.  A free-style sprint and 
backstroke specialist, Dan has been in the pool competitively since the age of five 
with the renowned Cascade Swim Club.  This fall will see Dan swimming for the 
Dinos and studying Chemical Engineering at the University of Calgary. No 
relaxation for this fellow! 
 
 
 
 



 
The Principal’s Award  
 
The Principal’s Award is awarded to the graduating student who has demonstrated 
exceptional commitment to the school’s Integrated Spheres Model throughout his 
or her time at the school.   This award acknowledges the continuing pursuit of 
personal excellence in balancing Character, Academics and Athletics. We are 
pleased to announce this year’s recipient: 
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Joce, another star student-athlete, is a 2-year Edge vet.  Her Edge leadership work 
and golf prowess over even that short time frame are legendary.  Joce has 
competed in international golf events, earning the Pat Fletcher Scholarship from 
Alberta Golf.  This fall will find her swinging the clubs for the University of British 
Columbia Varsity Golf team and studying BioChemistry on scholarship. 
 
 
 
The President’s Award  
 
The President’s Award is awarded to the graduating student who has offered the 
school inspired leadership throughout his or her time at the school.  This award 
acknowledges the continuing pursuit of leadership in its most important forms – 
spirit-building, dedication and commitment to matters beyond the four walls of the 
classroom and into the school and the community at large.  This year’s winner: 
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Gillian, a 4-year Edge veteran of the Dance program, was also this year’s Lead 
Girl.  This decorated dancer earned an Alberta Arts Foundation Grant and 
numerous other dance scholarships including the Triple Threat 1st place overall 
award prior to passing on several academic paths and opting instead to sign with 
Cirque du Soleil in its “Love” show and follow her dream of being a professional 
dancer. 
 
 
The Governor General’s Bronze Medal & Class Valedictorian 
 
Created in 1873 by Lord Dufferin, Canada’s 3rd Governor General, the prestigious 
Governor General’s Academic Medals have been awarded to worthy students in 
Canada for more than 125 years.  These Medals were designed to encourage 
academic excellence and are actually four awards reflecting the various levels of 
study from High School to University to Post Graduate.  The Bronze Medal has 
been designated for High School studies.  This Bronze Medal is awarded annually 
to the graduating student who has achieved the highest overall academic average in 
the Grade 12 class.  Previous winners across Canada over the years include Pierre 
Trudeau and Tommy Douglas.  This year’s winner is: 
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Greg is a 6-year Edge vet, capping off a tremendous career as this year’s Lead Boy, 
captain of the Midget AAA Hockey team, receiving highest marks in four courses and 
sharing that honour in two other courses and delivering the 2008 Edge Grad 
Valedictory address.  Whew, quite a reume.  Greg now takes that skill set to the 
University of Calgary’s Haskayne School of Business on a Viscount Bennett Entrance 
Scholarship this fall. 
 
 
A special mention goes out to fellow resident scholar and 3-year Edge veteran 
Andrew Reimer, earning highest marks in three courses and co-winning highest marks 
in another course.  This Edge hockey and rugby star player and school leader is off to 
study Engineering at UBC armed with a President’s Entrance Scholarship there. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Also a special mention goes out to 5-year Edge dancer Kayley Winfield.  Kayley 
earned the prestigious Solo Seal Award in April this year, only the 4th Albertan since 
1975!  Next season this student-athlete and leader will be at the University of Utah, 
studying ballet and pre-med courses! 
 
 

 
 
 

----------------------------------- 
 
 

Our Edge grads are taking the post-secondary world by storm – most are pursuing 
post-secondary studies from coast to coast, studying Engineering, Business, pre-Med 
or pre-Law, Kinesiology, Psychology or general first year studies.  Many are 
combining Rugby, Hockey and Golf with their post-secondary studies. And others are 
Dancing, playing Junior Hockey, working or traveling.  All are stepping out and up to 
the next challenge in their lives – pushing themselves to succeed at the next level.  
Godspeed to you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our 2007 – 08 Graduation Class – Bravo!! 
 

Gillian Abbott Richard Hilton 

Jocelyn Alford Harman Jhaj 

Justin Azevedo Arianne Jones 

Peter Bagri Tessa Kohn 

Hayley Bendzik Benjamin Lake 

Daniel Blattler Kyle MacPhail 

Coltanna Bruvall Riley O’Hara 

Patrick Charron Alexander O’Rourke 

Hyung-Woo Choi Julia Oram 

Joseph Colborne Torquil Paxton 

Saunder Dokter Josh Primeau 

Tyler Eskesen Andrew Reimer 

Brandon Fagerheim Trenton Roll 

Christopher Fenn Lane Shelley 

Dalyn Flette Peter Soroka 

Rosario Fortugno Shawn Stachiw 

Eric Hamilton Erin Summers 

Wacey Hamilton Gregory Tapuska 

Ian Harvie Nick Wiebe 



Samuel Higgins Kayley Winfield 

 Veronika Zischka 

 


